Terence Mitchell, Soyoung Lee

Starters

Phan Quynh Anh dich




Writing la mét trong nhiing ky nang thd thach nhat déi véi ngudi
hoc ti€ng Anh, d&c biét la nhiing ai m&i lam quen vGi bai thi IELTS
Academic. Ho cdm thay viéc viét cau dai bang tiéng Viét vén da
khéng dé, nay viét bing ti€ng Anh con khé khdn hon nhiéu. Bén
canh dé, cach viét trong ti€ng Anh va tiéng Viét cling khac nhau vé
hinh théc va tu duy do su khac biét trong cdu tric va thanh phan
cau. Vi vay ma, khong it thi sinh du da dau tu nhiéu thgi gian va
céng slic nhung van khéng dat dugc két qua nhu mong muén.

IELTS Writing Starters band 4.0 - 6.0 ra ddi nhdm giGp ban tiép
can bai thi IELTS Writing Academic dé& dang va hiéu quéa hon.
Cubn sach gém 3 Part, véi 13 Unit va 6 Practice Test, cung cép
cach ti€p can va chién lugc lam bai cho tiing dang cau héi cla
Task 1 va Task 2. Sach cling hudng dan ban cach viét bai dua
theo tiéu chi chdm diém. Hé théng bai tap thuc hanh da dang trong
sach gilp ban clng cé kién thiic va nang cao ky nang viét theo
tiing budc. Nhd dé, ban cé thé chuén bi kj Iudng haon cho bai thi
IELTS Writing.

Pé gitp ngudi hoc hiéu rd hon cach trién khai y trong bai viét,
chang t6i da dich cac bai luan mau (Model Answers) trong phan
Advanced Writing Practice sang tiéng Viét. Ban cé thé tham khao
ban dich dé ndm viing cdu tric va cach dién dat hiéu qua. Hay tai
Ging dung Gamma Books va lam theo huéng dan dé nhan tai liéu
bé trg nay.

Chung t6i vong cudn sach nay sé dong vai trdo nhu mot tai liéu hoc
tap quan trong trong hanh trinh chinh phuc IELTS cla ban.

Ban bién tap Gamma
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Part 1 -- Writing Task 1

Phan nay bao gém 6 Unit, tAp trung
huéng dan cach viét bai luan, phan
tich va mo ta thong tin trén biéu dé,
bang sé liéu hodc s d6 dudc cho.
Ngudi hoc sé dudc cung cép cach
ti€p can va chién Iudc cu thé dai
V@i tling loai biéu dé va huéng dan
cac buéc dé viét mot bai luan hoan
chinh cho Task 1.

Part 2 -- Writing Task 2

Phan nay gém 7 Unit, huéng dan
chi tiét cach viét bai luan theo chu
dé dudc cho. Sach sé dua ra céac
phudong phap va ky nang viét bai
ludn IELTS mot cach c6 hé théng,
cling nhu cach phan tich va xt ly
ting dang dé thudng gip trong
Task 2.

Part 3 -- Writing Practice Test

Phan nay cung cdp 6 dé thi thuc té
dé ngudi hoc c6 thém tai liéu luyén
tap. Ngoai ra, sach con cung cép
bai mau do chuyén gia ban ngi viét
nham gitp ban cé thé ty kiém tra
nang lyc hién tai, xac dinh va cai
thién nhiing phan con yéu trudc khi
budc vao ky thi thuc té.
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M&i Unit dugc chia thanh 5 section véi ndi dung chinh nhu sau.
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On Lexis

Cung cép bai luyén tap giap
ban lam quen vé&i cach dung
ti va dién dat phu hgp véi
ngii canh. — On Grammar

Gi6i thiéu cac chu diém
ngii phap quan trong kém
bai luyén tap giup ban han
ché& 16i sai vé ngii phap,
gilp téng tinh chinh xac clta
bai viét.

Advanced Writing Practice

Giup clng c6 va nang cao ky
nang viét théng qua cac bai tap
c6 cAu truc tuong ty dé thi that
I dé ngudi hoc c6 thé lam quen
‘ dan véi bai thi Writing thuc té.
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Jnit 1
Understanding Writing Task 1
Téng quan vé Writing Task 1

Trong bai thi IELTS Writing, phan Task 1 - phan tich va mé ta
biéu dd - thudng bi hiéu nham |a dé& hon so véi phan Task 2 -
viét bai ludn. Chinh vi vy ma nhiéu thi sinh c6 xu huéng danh
da s6 thoi gian 6n luyén ciing nhu thgi gian lam bai cho Task 2.
Tuy nhién, Task 1 dugc xay dung véi dé kho tudng dudng Task 2
va chiém t6i 30% téng s6 diém cla ca bai thi Viét, nén ban budc
phai chd y dén ca hai phan néu muén dat diém cao.

Part 1 cla sach tap trung huéng dan céach trién khai noi dung
trong Task 1. Trong qua trinh hoc, ban sé nhan ra réng viéc phan
tich mdt cach c6 hé théng vé dii liéu trong céc loai bang biéu va
dién gidi n6 trong 20 phut khéng hé don gién, ngay ca véi ngudi
ban ngi. Chinh vi vay, dé dat dugc két qua tot trong Task 1, hay
hoc that k§ cac Unit clia Part 1 va lam hét cac bai luyén tap dé
cling c0 kién thic t6t hon.



I IELTS GRAPHS TABLES |

Trong IELTS Writing Task 1, dé bai sé dua ra nhiing hinh anh trigc quan nhu
biu dd, bang s6 liéu hay so d6 va yéu cau thi sinh viét mot bai luan ti 150 tu
tr3 1én vé xu huéng (trend) chinh, mau hinh (pattern) va déc trung cla thong
tin (data) dugc thé hién trong nhiing hinh anh truc quan do. o] phan thi nay, thi
sinh can phan tich, dién gidi théng tin rd rang, chinh xac, tranh dua théng tin chl
quan hoadc thém y kién ca nhan vao bai viét.

Types of Graphs in IELTS Céc loai biéu dé trong IELTS

M&i loai biéu d6 sé& cé cac cach dién gidi théng tin khac nhau, vi dy: biéu dé
dudng sé c6 cach dién gidi khac véi s6 db. Cac phuong phap thu thap va dién
dat thong tin cé thé rat da dang, déng thdi cach thic trinh bay va nhan manh
xu huéng va déc trung thong tin cling c6 thé khac nhau tuy theo tling dang
bi€u dé.

Dudi day 1a 5 dang biéu dé thudng xudt hién trong dé thi IELTS Writing
Task 1.

Dang Line Graph (biéu dé dudéng) Biéu dé dudng gém truc hoanh biéu
thi thdi gian va truc tung biéu thi don
Rates of poverty and unemployment, 2004 to 2009 Vi, dUdC Sff dung dél thé hlén sy téng/
e — & gidm cla déi tugng nao do theo thoi
g :: gian. Dang biéu dé nay thudng gém 2
- e N _ loai: dang 1 dudng va dang tu 2 dudng
— trg len.
Dang Bar Chart (biéu dé cot) Bi€u dé cot sir dung truc tung va truc
hoanh giéng nhu biéu dé dudng, so
Average hours spent counseling students in 2009 sanh cac hang muc gié’ng nhu biéu
5 Fulbiime d6 tron, va cling giéng nhu bang, né
B Parttime thudng chi chon ra nhiing diém quan
¢ B trong hodc nhom cac hang muc chung
e, || lai v6i nhau. B&i vay, day la dang biéu
x dé c6 thé ap dung moi cach thic biéu
2 dién c6 trong biéu dé dudng, biéu do
tron va bang.
! History English Politics Sociology Computer
Literature Science
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Dang Pie Chart (biéu dé tron) Biéu d6 tron dudc si dung dé so sanh
va thé hién su khac biét cling nhu
tugng déng giGia cac déi tugng theo

9.2% ty 1& phan tram (%). Dé bai c6 thé sii
o 7% Interest dung tii 1 dén 4 biéu dé.
Medicaid
16.1% Medicare
[ Defense
21.1% Social Security
Other
Dang Table (bang) Bang s6 liéu chi y&u dugc s dung
khi s6 liéu can trinh bay nhiéu nhung
Current Status Town Suburbs Countryside lai khO blé’u dlén dude béng CéC dang
Taking lessons now 12 13 4 bléu dé khac. Béng chira nhl”jng glé. tri
ndi bat nhat ho&c nhém nhiing hang
Planning to take 18 35 8 .
lessons muc chung lai véi nhau.
Didn’t want lessons 7 23 6
Dang Diagram (so dd) Khéac véi cac dang dé lién quan dén s6
liu cu thé, dang dé nay chi yéu yéu
Life Cycle of a Frog cau thi sinh miéu ta céc budc thuc hién
adult frog tadpolefrog MU) cua mét quy trinh nao dé.
— Wy
W
<uhyly

start o
pulmonary
€9gs breathing

embryo front legs

ta{jpme break thm? /‘
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I THE STRUCTURE TASK 1

Phan trd I6i clia Task 1 c6 thé viét thanh bén doan la: M& bai (Introduction),
Than bai 1 (Body paragraph 1), Than bai 2 (Body paragraph 2), Téng quan
(Overview). Thong thudng, M& bai dugc trinh bay trong khodng 1-2 cau, gidi
thiéu ngén gon vé biéu d6. Sau dé la Than bai gébm 1-2 doan van, trong do
mo ta chi tiét vé cac xu huéng chinh va déc trung cla théng tin thé hién trén
biéu d6. Nhiing no6i dung chi tiét nhu s6 liéu théng ké la dan chiing cho xu
huéng hodc chi dé cla biéu dé nén ban phai dua ching vao phan than bai
mot cach hop ly. Cudi cung & phan Téng quan, tém Iudc cac xu huéng hodc
d&c trung chinh cla biéu dé trong khoang 1-2 cau.

*Luu y: Ban can viét t6i thiéu 150 ti, tham chi c6 thé viét t6i hon 200 tu dé
tra 16i hét yéu cau cua dé bai.
Exercise 1

After having studied this graph, read the four paragraphs given below carefully,
and put them in the correct order and label each blank with the correct title.
(Introduction, Body Paragraph 1, Body Paragraph 2, Overview)

Writing Task 1

You should spend twenty minutes on this task.

The following graph Previous and projected population figures for
shows changes and China and India, 1970 to 2050
. . 1,600 m China
projected figures in ¥ India
population growth for 1,300
(2]
China and India from S
= 1,000
1970 to 2050. =
Summarize the 700
given information by
. . 400
reporting the main 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

features and making
comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.
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Task Response (Paragraph Order Mixed Up)

1. In 1970, China’s population steadily rose from 850 million to reach over 1.25
billion in 2000, and although by 2010 the pace of growth had somewhat
lightened, it was at an immense 1.3 billion people. Projected figures also
indicate that it will keep rising, reaching 1.4 billion around 2020, where it
will remain until 2040. Thereafter though it is expected to start dropping,
perhaps reaching 1.3 billion in 2050.

2. Overall, although both countries’ populations have been growing steadily,
China’s population is expected to plateau at some point in the next decade,
whereas India’s is predicted to keep rising.

3. The line graph provided shows changes in population growth for China
and India from 1970 until now, as well as projections regarding changes in
population growth up until 2050.

4. India’s population growth seemed to follow a rather similar path, steadily
increasing from 550 million in 1970 to reach somewhere around 1.15 billion
in 2010. It is also projected to grow steadily in the future, to the point that it
will pass China out in 2030, and will continue to rise at least until it hits 1.6

billion in 2050.
Answers
1. Body Paragraph 1 2. Overview
3. Introduction 4. Body Paragraph 2
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The Introduction MG bai

Phan M4 bai can gidi thieu ngan gon vé ndi dung cla biéu dé. Ban cé thé
dua vao ndi dung cau hdi (The following graph/table shows...) dé viét lai cau
dan nhap bang cach thay ddi tif vung hodc trat tu tii nhung van gili nguyén
ndi dung chinh.
Phan M& bai thudng gébm 1-2 cau, bao gém nhiing ndi dung sau:

1. Dang cla biéu dd: biéu dé c6 dang tron, cot,.. hay hén hop

2. Noi dung clia biéu dé: biéu d6 nay déng vai trd gi, n6é dudc dung dé

cung cép théng tin hay dé so sanh
3. Thanh phan cla biéu dé: méc thai gian, qudc gia, do tudi,..

4. Thai gian dugc dé cap trong biéu do

Exercise 2

Study the following three Task 1 introduction, and decide which one best
paraphrases the Task 1 exam statement below.

The graph below shows changes and projected figuves in population
growth for China and India from 1970 +o 2050.

1. The graph shows changes and projected figures in population growth for
China and India from 1970 to 2050.

2. The given line graph shows changes in population in two countries, China
and India, starting in 1970, continuing up to the present, and then also
giving projected figures up until 2050.

3. There is a line graph provided, showing changes and projected figures for
China and India from 1970 until now, plus projections until 2050.

Writer’s Help

Wi Intvoduction 1 gf\r\ nhat vigh lai Y nguyn A% bii nén bai vick nay st bi vt
Fitm. D kha hon Intvoduction 1 nhing cum it “changes and projected figures
for China and India” tvong Intvoduction 3 ciing 6 He bi coi & Fang chip
lai mét phan cia 28 Hhi. Hon nRa, phan M@ bii nay khong R cdp n vite
tang tvidng Aan s ma chi nhic n cac quic gia va mic Hthi gian lign quan.
Intvoduction 2 |5 phudng an +6+ nhat v ngudi vick 2& Aifn Zat lai &8 bai
thank mot ciu khdc ma van Zam bao tvon ven §.
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Exercise 3

Here are five more opening prompts that come from Task 1. Try to rewrite
them into introductions that would form the first section of your task response.
Be very careful not to copy either the words or word order of the original
statements.

1. The table below shows the percentage of cars owned in a European country
from 1990 to 2010.

Rewording:

2. The first bar graph shows the results of a questionnaire which asked 500
people what type of destination they usually chose to go to on vacation. The
second bar graph shows the amount of time they usually spent traveling.

Rewording:

3. The bar graph below compares the amount of time people of different ages
spent watching television and being online in 2000 and 2010.

Rewording:
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4. The following diagram shows the process of how a popular snack is
manufactured and transported to retail stores.

Rewording:

5. The two pie charts compare levels of education reached by men and
women in the USA in the years 1960 and 2010.

Rewording:

Answers

1. The ratio of car ownership in an unspecified European country is compared
over a twenty-year period, between the years 1990 and 2010.

2. The two bar graphs illustrate, based on the results of a survey of 500 people,
where people tend to go on holiday and how long they usually spend traveling.

3. The given bar graph shows how the time people spent watching TV and
surfing the internet changed between the years 2000 and 2010.

4. The process of how a best-selling snack is made and then transported to
stores nationwide is clearly illustrated in the diagram provided.

5. It is clearly shown in the given pie charts that men and women reached
differing levels of education in the United States between the years 1960 and
2010.
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Jnit 8

Advantages and Disadvantages
Dang bai Uu diém va Nhugc diém

Bai luan phan tich uu diém va nhugc diém thudng tap trung
phan tich mot cht dé hodc van dé cu thé, xem xét 2-3 khia
canh tich cuc (uu diém) va tiéu cuc (nhudc diém) cla van dé do.
Ngudi viét can thé hién ré rang quan diém cla minh vé chi dé,
tir do trinh bay lap luan sao cho logic va thuyét phuc.

Do6i véi dang bai nay, trong phan M& bai, ban can néu ro dugc
quan diém va lap trudng cldia minh théng qua cau luan diém
(thesis statement). Néu phan Than bai dugc chia thanh 2 doan,
thudng thi mot doan sé phan tich chi tiét vé uu diém, trong khi
doan con lai sé trinh bay vé nhugc diém. Khi viét vé uu diém va
nhugc diém, ban nén s dung céac vi du minh hoa cu thé dé bai
viét mang tinh thuyét phuc hon.



I TASK '

The Exam Question Nam béat dé bai

Muc dich cla bai thi IELTS Writing la danh gia kha nang cla thi sinh trong
viéc dua ra cau tra I16i phu hgp véi yéu cau clia dé bai. Do do, thi sinh can
cha y doc ky dé bai dé xac dinh rd nhiing khia canh cla chi dé minh sé trinh
bay, déng thdi hiéu rd cach tiép can van dé ma giam khdo mong mudn.

Vi duy, néu dé bai yéu cau phan tich uu diém va nhugc diém cla thuong mai
qudc té€ nhung ban lai viét vé nhiing van dé phat sinh ti hoat déng thuong
mai qudc t& va cac gidi phap khac phuc thi bai viét sé bi danh gia la lac dé
va bj trir diém.

Mot diém quan trong khac 1a bai viét can thé hién dudc suy nghi chan that
cla ngudi viét vé chi dé. Thay vi tap trung viét nhiing cau van hoa my, sao
réng, hdy cd géng viét that tu nhién dé thé hién goc nhin cla ban than. Giam
khdo s& danh gia cao nhiing bai viét thé hién sy hiéu biét va nhan thic sau
séc vé chl dé hon la nhiing bai van may méc, chi 18p lai cac cau van mau.
H&ay nhé rang trong bai thi IELTS Writing, giam khdo khong chi xem xét kha
nang ngén ngli ma con danh gia tinh sang tao va su chan that clda bai viét.
Mot bai van mang dam dau an ca nhan sé luén gay an tugng tot hon so véi
mot bai viét rap khuon.

Exercise 1

Let’s look at the following two essays written in response to the same exam
question. Which one is better written and why?

Writing Task 2

You should spend forty minutes on this task.
Present a written argument to an educated audience on the following topic.

More and more people are opting to buy mobile homes instead of
conventional houses or apartments.
What advantages or disadvantages might there be to buying a mobile home?

You should write at least 250 words.
Use your own ideas and experience to support your argument with relevant
examples and evidence.
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Essay 1

There are obviously some advantages and disadvantages to buying a
mobile home. In this essay, | am going to look carefully at both sides of this
controversial issue before giving my own opinion.

Let’s look at the advantages of owning a mobile home first. It is very cheap
and since you can buy it in a single payment, you don’'t need a mortgage. It
is also cheap in the sense that because it is so small, it doesn’t cost much to
heat or maintain. Finally, mobile homes are designed to travel around in, so
that makes them somewhat exciting.

Now let’s look at the disadvantages of living in a mobile home. First, mobile
homes are very small, too small for a family to live comfortably in. Second,
because of the way they are made, they are usually not very warm, and are
therefore not suitable for cold climates. Finally, they look ugly compared to
houses or apartments, and mobile home owners often find it difficult to find
permission to park their trailers in certain neighborhoods because of this
reason.

I would never want to live in a mobile home, and in fact | don’t like people
who live in them. Those people usually throw trash around their trailer and
don’t care about their neighbors. The main reason people buy trailers is
because they don’t want to be part of a community and want to be free, but
such a perspective on life is just irresponsible.

In conclusion, as | have clearly argued in this essay, there are more
disadvantages than advantages to living in a mobile home, such as the fact
that they are too small, and that most owners have little regard for their
surroundings.

Essay 2

As a child, | remember mobile homes as being basically nothing more than
small, damp caravans that almost looked like tin cans, and that the people
that lived in them were extremely poor with nowhere else to go. These days
however, mobile homes are much more spacious and luxurious, and are the
preferred type of home for many people today.

The big advantage of mobile homes over houses is affordability. For example,
while most people pay an average several hundred thousand dollars on a
house or apartment, a trailer is usually a fraction of the price. This means that
mobile home owners usually don’t need to get a mortgage, giving them much
more financial freedom than the rest of us. Moreover, trailers, due to their
smaller size, are much easier to heat and thereby a lot cheaper to maintain.

218 PART 2: WRITING TASK 2 - ESSAYS



For most people though, a mobile home is not as respectable as owning
a conventional house or apartment. Trailers have always had a negative
image in most societies, with trailer owners in the United States usually being
referred to as “trailer trash”, while in the UK, they are often called “tinkers”.
However, while such negative stereotyping may have made more sense 30
years ago, today it is completely mistaken. Many mobile home owners are
wealthy retirees who simply like the idea of their home being mobile, while
many others own several luxury mobile homes in countries they like visiting.

In my opinion, mobile homes are probably going to become much more
popular in the future as people realize their potential, not only as an alternative
to buying an expensive house, but also as a way to travel around while never
actually having to leave your own doorstep.

Writer’s Help

Ci 2 bai luidn 2eu b bd cuc vat v vang, tvong 26 Essay 1 ggm S doan va
Besay 2 gt‘;m 4 Zoan. Ngﬁ‘ phap va & vung cia 2 bai ciing 2ude st dung
hinh xac. Tuy nhitn, Essay 1 lai bi Zanh gia kim hon i

« Besay 1 2da va can tva i kha 6 vang cho cdn Wi cia % bai, nhung
cach HE Wit quan 2iEm ca nhan cha ngudi vitk lai hoi Hhai qua. Vo mat
van phong, bai vith ndy mang Hnh may mée vi thidu chitu siu.

- O phin M3 b, ngudi vick i lap lai § +vong R bai ma khing 2ua va nbi
dung ndo méi mt hay tha kit su chd § cia ngudi Zoc. Ciach ditn 2at clu
ludn 2i€m ciing kha 2on 2ita, khitn Foan md Fau +38 nén nhdm chan va kha

vo nglia.

- Tvong phan Than bai, can chis 3 ciia Zoan +hit nhat va Zoan +thit hai gan
nhat +ing lap, khong cung cdp thém Hhong tin hay § +udng méi ndo. D
véi mot bai ludn ngan, cau chi 28 nha viy b HE coi X khong cin Hidh
i ndi dung tvong cac Zoan Than bai kha tha vi, nhung cach tvign khai
g +udng con han che. Doan cudi cia Than bai HE hitn quan 2im ca nhin
Hhing than 2 mic 5 15, im mat 2i Hink khach quan cda bai vtk Vi
du, can "l don't like people who live in them” khi¥n ngudi Zoc cam Hiy
khong thodi mai, 2ac bitt a khi tvube &6 ngudi itk chua +ing R chp
g ki€n ca nhan.

- Ciu Kot cia bai lugn ciing Khong hitu qua. Ngudi vick i (Gp lai nhing § 2&
tinh bay chit Khong 2ua va i Kk hay § +uBng tvusen cam hing cho ngudi Zoc.

UNIT 8 - ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES

219



Ngude lai, Essay 2 Zuge 2anh gia +6% hon wi:

- DX khéng phai 12 mét bdi ludn xust sic aing bii vick cb i€m nhan
va giy an tudng +ot hon.

- O phan M3 bdi, ngudi vick K& lai kg aitm ch nhdn li8a quan +6i ngbi
nhx di 20ng Hhdi tho Au. Ciach ndy gidp bai ludn +v& nén +it nhitn, gan
gii va khio 6o Aln Aat ngudi Zoc i ludn AiEm chinh.

+ Doan 2du Hién cha phan Than bai b chu chi R +uy r\gZ'm gon nhung v
vang, ni dwng duge tvitn khai 2oy 43 & nliing ciu WS tvg. Doan Hhit hai phin
tich nhing bat clp cia nhx di Rong dubi goe nin Hhong Hhubng v phin bac
Mgﬁ%%wi(ﬁmli&w%hﬁunﬁn)g.

-+ Phan K& lugn vita khing Zink lai cac ludn Zi€m via 28 cdp 2En §
tudng v cong tha vi & ching ta 6 HE Zi du lich ma khong can vii
khdi nha.
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‘ COHERENCE ”

Appropriate Use of S’ dung phu hop cum tu néi
Transitional Phrases va céu noi

Khi viét mét bai luan IELTS, diéu quan trong la ban phai ddm béo dugc tinh
logic va rd rang xuyén subt bai viét. Cach t6t nhat la st dung cac cum tii ndi
(transitional phrase) va cau néi phu hgp dé lién két cac y tudng va doan van
mét cach mach lac, ti dé tang tinh thuyét phuc va su hdp dan cua bai viét.

Trong qué trinh viét, can tranh nhiing cach dién dat qua thang than nhu: “Bay

gid, t6i xin dugc khép lai bai luan”. Cach dién dat nay c6 thé khién bai viét

nham chan va bi danh gia 1a may moc, thiéu sang tao.

* Luu y: Viéc s dung qua nhiéu ti ndi dé lam tang s6 luong tu, hodc s
dung qué it ti ndi khi€n mach van bi gian doan déu co thé khién ban
bi tri diém.

Exercise 2

Take a look at the following essay, and consider which sentences or phrases
can be removed from the essay so that it seems more natural and not too
mechanical in tone.

Writing Task 2

You should spend forty minutes on this task.

Present a written argument to an educated audience on the following topic.

Some people believe that third-level education should be free.
Do you think the benefits of offering students free third-level education
outweigh the disadvantages?

You should write at least 250 words.
Use your own ideas and experience to support your argument with relevant
examples and evidence.

UNIT 8 - ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 221



Writing Task 2 Essay

The idea of free third-level education sounds fantastic and most people would
probably be very enthusiastic about this proposal at first. But once the system
would be up and running, and then they see their tax bill shoot through the
roof, they might have a less positive take on the issue. This essay will now
consider the advantages and disadvantages of this issue.

Let's look at the advantages first. Students, regardless of their parents’ income,
would be able to take any university course that suits them. Moreover, the
standard of education would probably go up, as only the brightest and not just
the richest students would be able to get into courses given the predictable
increase in people applying for university courses. This might then presumably
result in a happier, better society where people were more likely to get ahead
based on their hard work and endeavour, rather than the amount of money
their family had.

Now we need to consider the disadvantages. The most obvious problem is
that in life nothing is ever really for free, and it would be taxpayers who would
ultimately have to foot the bill. And since the cost of funding all the third-level
institutions in the country would run into the hundreds of millions, the sharp
tax increases expected would inevitably lead to high levels of public anger and
frustration with the state. Particularly for those with no children, such a policy
would be seen as a massive injustice, and many would wonder why they were
having to pay for a college education for someone else’s children.

Another disadvantage of free third-level education is that young people would
probably come to have less respect for their education, since after all they didn’t
have to pay for it in the first place. This might have the added-on effect of more
people dropping out of college, or not bothering to make full use of their studies.

In conclusion, it is clear that there are obvious advantages, but the disadvantages
clearly outweigh them in my view. Ultimately, students are better off paying for their
own education no matter how expensive it is and in the long run, they will come to
recognize its value.

Answers

Paragraph 1: This essay will now consider the advantages and disadvantages of
this issue.

Paragraph 2: Let’s look at the advantages first.
Paragraph 3: Now we need to consider the disadvantages.
Paragraph 4: None.

Paragraph 5: In conclusion, it is clear that there are obvious advantages, but the
disadvantages clearly outweigh them in my view.
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Exercise 3

Now replace the four previous sentences that need to be removed with these
four alternatives. Write your answers in the spaces provided below.

1. So although having free college fees sounds like a great idea, it may end
up being the cause of much more serious problems further down the road.

2. College fees then, although being expensive, are a student’s responsibility and
can be beneficial in the long run.

3. Many claim though that the high cost of college fees has led to greater
discrepancy between different classes in society.

4. While this argument is valid and we need more consideration of how to
keep rising fees in check, even greater problems would be created if college
fees were made free.

Writing Task 2 Essay

The idea of free third-level education sounds fantastic and most people would
probably be very enthusiastic about this proposal at first. But once the system
would be up and running, and then they see their tax bill shoot through the
roof, they might have a less positive take on the issue.

A:

Students, regardless of their parents’ income, would be able to take any
university course that suits them. Moreover, the standard of education would
probably go up, as only the brightest and not just the richest students would
be able to get into courses given the predictable increase in people applying
for university courses. This might then presumably result in a happier, better
society where people were more likely to get ahead based on their hard work
and endeavour, rather than the amount of money their family had.

C:
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The most obvious problem is that in life nothing is ever really for free, and it
would be taxpayers who would ultimately have to foot the bill. And since the
cost of funding all the third-level institutions in the country would run into the
hundreds of millions, the sharp tax increases expected would inevitably lead to
high levels of public anger and frustration with the state. Particularly for those
with no children, such a policy would be seen as a massive injustice, and
many would wonder why they were having to pay for a college education for
someone else’s children.

Another disadvantage of free third-level education is that young people would
probably come to have less respect for their education, since after all they
didn’t have to pay for it in the first place. This might have the added-on effect
of more people dropping out of college, or not bothering to make full use of
their studies.

Ultimately, students are better off paying for their own education no matter how
expensive it is and in the long run, they will come to recognize its value.

Answers

A1 B.3 C. 4 D. 2
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\ LEXIS

Topic-specific Lexis Tu vung theo chd dé

Viéc sl dung tu vung lién quan truc tiép t6i chl dé sé giup ban thé hién dudgc
von ti phong phu. Giam khao sé danh gia cao kha nang s dung ngén ngii
linh hoat, chinh xac va phu hgp véi ngii canh cla ban. D& lam dugc diéu nay,
ban can ch( dong trau doi ti vung theo chd dé, tranh dung nhiing tu qua
chung chung hoac khéng phu hgp véi van phong hoc thuét.

Exercise 4

We are about to read two essays that address the following question, but they
have opposing perspectives on the issue. Here are some ideas on the topic
first. Divide them into positives (P) and negatives (N). In order to do this, you
will need to identify specific lexis that seems either positive or negative in
nature.

Writing Task 2

You should spend forty minutes on this task.

Present a written argument to an educated audience on the following topic.

There are many motorbikes on our roads today.
What are the advantages and disadvantages of motorcycles?

You should write at least 250 words.
Use your own ideas and experience to support your argument with relevant
examples and evidence.

1. Driving at full speed down the sidewalk

2. Motorcyclists often disregard traffic laws

3. They constantly run traffic lights ___

4. Listening to the roar of a 4-cylinder engine _______

5. Flying along the road at incredible speeds

UNIT 8 - ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 225



6. Zooming past all those drivers stuck in their cars

7. An hour's commute in a car is probably less than 15 minutes in a bike

8. There would also be a lot less traffic jams if more people rode to work

9. Bikes are just better for the environment _____
10. They are a lethal threat on most highways

11. They emit less fumes than a car

12. They require less parts to make

18. They are quite noisy __

14. They cause lots of car accidents

Answer

1. N 2. N 3. N 4. P 5.P 6. P 7.P
8. P 9. P 10. N 11. P 12. P 13. N 14. N

Exercise 5

Put the following four paragraphs of a mixed-up essay back into the correct
order.

1. Of course, motorbikes are not for everyone, and | have to admit | don’t
expect | will still be driving one when | am 70. But overall, they are a
fantastic form of transport as they fulfill any traveler's basic objectives; they're
fun to drive and they get you there fast.

2. Have you ever ridden a motorcycle? If you haven’t, then you are probably
one of those people who think motorcycle enthusiasts are just troublemakers.
In one sense, the world can be divided in two, between those who see
motorbikes as a problem, and those like myself, who feel the motorbike is
perhaps the greatest transportation device ever created.

3. So if motorbikes are so incredibly noisy and dangerous, why do most guys
love them so much? Actually, it is for the very same reasons. Listening
to the roar of a 4-cylinder engine as you fly along the road at incredible
speeds is just pure heaven to a bike rider. But there is more to it than that;
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the fact is when that we zoom past all those drivers stuck in their cars,
we can't help thinking that motorbikes are a much more sensible mode of
transportation. Simply put, an hour's commute in a car is probably less than
15 minutes in a bike, and there would also be a lot less traffic jams if more
people rode to work instead of driving.

4. Motorbikes have always had a bad name and for obvious reasons. First,
they are quite noisy, sometimes to an extreme, such as the roaring engine
of a Harvey. And because bikes are so fast, sometimes zooming up to
150 miles per hour, they cause lots of car accidents, making them a
lethal threat on most highways. Finally, some motorcycles riders seem to
completely disregard traffic laws, constantly running lights and even driving
at full speed down the sidewalk.

Answers

The correct orderis: 2 -4 -3 - 1

M&i ngudi c6 thé c6 nhiing quan diém khac nhau vé cung mét van dé, vi vay
sé ¢6 nhiéu cach ti€p can va tra I5i khac nhau. Bai luan dudi day sé trinh bay
mot géc nhin khac vé van dé da dudc dé cap & trén, thé hién quan diém cho
rang xe may la moét trong nhiing nguyén nhan gay ra cac van dé xa hoi. Khi
phan tich bai viét nay, hay d&c biét chi y dén sy khac biét trong viéc lya chon
tl ngli, mot y&u t6 then chét dé 1am néi bat quan diém, hodc y kién ma ngudi
viét muén nh&n manh.

Exercise 6

Following are some sentences that have been taken from the essay below,
namely the thesis statement, the topic sentences of the body paragraphs, and
the first sentence of the concluding paragraph. Read the essay carefully and
try to put them back in the right place.

a. Some claim that motorbikes are recommendable in terms of convenience
and speed.

b. In short, we need more regulation to discipline these irresponsible motorcycle
drivers, and | encourage the governments to introduce strict punishments
to bring motorcyclists under better control.
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c. The way that motorcyclists behave also needs to be called into question.

d. The problem is, most of these young people have neither the skills or
manners to be on a motorcycle.

e. The way | see it, it is high time the government brought in much stricter
punishments for those motorcyclists who seem to completely disregard
everyone’s safety, including their own.

Writing Task 2 Essay

Have you ever been woken up in the middle of the night by the roar of
motorbikes going down the street? Or have you ever been almost run over by
a scooter driving on the sidewalk?

1.

. After all,
motorbike riders are able to skip the rush hour since their small structure
allows them to navigate around cars. They are also much faster than cars,
reaching speeds of well over 100 miles an hour. They are therefore particularly
attractive to young people who tend not to have enough patience to wait in
traffic.

Usually teenagers underestimate the power of the engine under them and very
often crash at full speed into cars around them. And unlike in a car, where you
have seatbelts and airbags, a bike offers absolutely no protection and most of
these crashes result in death or severe injury.
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They frequently run lights and are the main culprits of over-speeding on our
roads today. Groups of motorcyclists also act like bandits on the road hassling
drivers and pedestrians by swerving dangerously close to them. It almost as if
their motorcycle is a toy, and they act as if they can do however much harm

they like.

. Maybe then will

they learn that a motorcycle is a vehicle just like a car or truck, and that it is not

alright to play around on the road.

Answers

1. e 2.a 3.d 4. ¢ 5.b
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I GRAMMAR |

Capitalization and

. Viét hoa va st dung d&au cau
Punctuation

Trong bai thi IELTS Writing, viéc viét hoa va sl dung ddu cau cé thé anh
hudng dén diém s6 cla bai luan. Dac biét 1a véi nhitng cau phic dai, viéc
thi€u d4u hodc dat ddu cau khéng dung vi tri c6 thé gay khé hiéu cho ngudi
doc. Dudi day la nhiing 16i thudng gadp lién quan dén viét hoa va ddu cau.

Capitalization Quy téc viét hoa

Ludn viét hoa chii cai dau cau va cac danh tu riéng nhu tén nudc, tén dia
danh, tén cd quan, qudc tich, tén gido..

Example:

(x) in the middle east, despite the fact that there are a lot of natuval
wrsources available, most people of shiite descent still live in poverty.

(\/) In the Middle East, despite the fact that there are a lot of natural
resources available, most people of Shiite descent still live in poverty.

Contractions Viét tat

Khi viét tat, ddu nhay don (‘) dugc dung dé bidu thi phan bi Iugc bd. Tuy
nhién, trong bai luan IELTS, nén tranh viét tdt cac dong ti nhu be, have, will.
Trong van phong trang trong, ngudi ta khong khuyén khich s dung cac tu viét
tat nhu vay.

Example:

() s now been 25 years since the BU was formed, and weve yet

to see any system wheveby the Buvopean public’s been given the
opportunity to elect an EU leader.

(V) It has now been 25 years since the EU was formed, and we have
yet to see any system whereby the European public has been
given the opportunity to elect an EU leader.
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Commas D&u phdy

Trong tiéng Anh, ddu phdy c6 cach sl dung tuong déi phic tap. Quy téc
chung la ddu ph&y dugc ddt & nhiing ché can ngét quang trong cau van.
Ngoai ra, khi muén phan tach cac ménh dé, ta ciing st dung ddu phdy &
truGc va sau ménh dé doé.

Example:

() Many mobile home owners ave wealthy vetivers who simply like the
idea of theiv home being mobile while many others own several luxury

mobile homes often situated in picturesque parts of the countvyside

(\/) Many mobile home owners are wealthy retirees, who simply like
the idea of their home being mobile, while many others own
several luxury mobile homes, often situated in picturesque parts of
the countryside.

The Period D&u chdm cau

Nhiéu ngusi thudng tap trung viét bai that nhanh ma bd qua viéc kiém tra dau
chdm cau. Hay nhé ring sU dung sai ddu chdm cau sé gay khé khan cho
ngudi doc trong viéc hiéu ndi dung bai viét.

Example:

() K is no longer good enough for us to say that we want to help the
poor: we should be vequived to help to me, the best way to do this
is Hhvough taxation, wheveby at least 1% of our income +ax should
be used primarily in international aid programs

(\/) It is no longer good enough for us to say that we want to help
the poor: we should be required to help. To me, the best way to
do this is through taxation, whereby at least 1% of our income tax
should be used primarily in international aid programs.

Exercise 7

Look at the following paragraph and consider what is wrong with it in terms of
punctuation.

despite what most people say about our education system it is very
good at keeping teenagers busy either in terms of rushing from one
private institute to another or just simply sitting at home studying
for their exams this means that they are not roaming the streets
with their friends or causing trouble at home because these young
people have very little free time they don’t develop all the bad habits
teenagers in other countries do like smoking and drinking and by the
time they have finally finished high school they are mature enough
to have fun in a responsible manner.

UNIT 8 - ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 231



Writer’s Help

Van &2 nghibm tvong nhat tvong Zoan +vén Ia ngudi vick khong +uan +ha cac
quy tic vick hoa v si dung sai dau cau. CMR cai 2An can khong Rude vith
hoa, khong cb ddu phiy va A&n chiam FE phan +ach cac § va can. Do %9,
ngudi Zoc vat Kho phan tack cAu vin vi minh 28, JAn Fn Khé ndm bt nbi
dung bai vict. Sau khi xem lai Zoan van 33 Rude chink sika dubi 23y, ta b
HE Hhdy 8 +am quan trong cha vite sk dung Ring dau chu tvong van ban.
Despite what most people say about our education system, it is very
good at keeping teenagers busy, either in terms of vashing from one
private institute to another ov just simply sitting at home studying
for theiv exams. This means that they are not voaming the stveets
with theiv friends or caunsing tvouble at home. Because these young
people have very litHe free time, they don't dewelop all the bad habits
teenagers in other countvies do, like smoking and Arinking. And by
the time they have finally finished high school, they are matuve

enough to have fun in a vesponsible manner.

Exercise 8

All the capitalization and punctuation have been removed in the following essay.
Rewrite the essay, making every sentence correct in terms of capitalization
and punctuation.

Writing Task 2

You should spend forty minutes on this task.

Present a written argument to an educated audience on the following topic.

Robots and other forms of artificial intelligence will probably become more
important in the future than they are now.

Do you think that the advantages of this development will outweigh the
potential risks it might bring to humankind?

You should write at least 250 words.
Use your own ideas and experience to support your argument with relevant
examples and evidence.

Task Response

most cars and electronics made in my country Korea are not touched by
human hands throughout the whole manufacturing process instead everything
but the design of the vehicle is done by robots this is clear proof that robots
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are already playing a major role in industry and will soon for better or worse
play a major role in every aspect of our lives

of course it is obvious to a corporate society like ours why robots are so likely
to dominate our future after all robots don’t eat they work 24/7 and they don’t
need to be paid and given the right design and a touch of innovation they can
do almost anything from making products to washing our dishes the same
goes for education nowadays we have smart translators on our phones and
computers

the problem is every time we figure out ways robots can do our work for
us the less work we get to do ourselves this means less jobs and in some
sectors like manufacturing and mining no jobs at all it should be noted though
that this process the gradual automation of industry started several decades
ago and most people are now majoring in design education and management
fields that robots least likely to be used in inevitably though as robots get
better at doing our work there will be far less employment opportunities
available out there

in conclusion robots due to their efficiency and convenience are undoubtedly
an inevitable part of our future the question is how will the rest of us be able
to earn a living when the robots have taken all our jobs

Model Answer

Most cars and electronics made in my country, Korea, are not touched
by human hands throughout the whole manufacturing process. Instead
everything, but the design of the vehicle, is done by robots. This is clear
proof that robots are already playing a major role in industry and will soon,
for better or worse, play a major role in every aspect of our lives.

Of course, it is obvious to a corporate society like ours why robots are
so likely to dominate our future. After all, robots don’t eat, they work 24/7
and they don’t need to be paid. And given the right design and a touch of
innovation, they can do almost anything, from making products to washing
our dishes. The same goes for education. Nowadays, we have smart
translators on our phones and computers.

The problem is, every time we figure out ways robots can do our work
for us, the less work we get to do ourselves. This means less jobs, and
in some sectors like manufacturing and mining, no jobs at all. It should
be noted though that this process, the gradual automation of industry,
started several decades ago, and most people are now majoring in design,
education and management, fields that robots least likely to be used in.
Inevitably though, as robots get better at doing our work, there will be far
less employment opportunities available out there.

In conclusion, robots, due to their efficiency and convenience, are
undoubtedly an inevitable part of our future. The question is, how will the rest
of us be able to earn a living when the robots have taken all our jobs?
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