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LGOI GIGI THIEU

Trong hanh trinh hoc tiéng Anh, cé mot khoang cach khéng nho
giGra biét tiéng Anh va dung tiéng Anh nhu ngudi ban ngd. Mot trong
nhing yéu t6 tao nén khac biét ay chinh la thanh ngir (idioms). Chung
hién dién khap noi - ti nhiing cudc trd chuyén hang ngay, phim anh,
sach bao dén cac bai thi ti€éng Anh qudc té hay moi trusng hoc tap va
lam viéc. Hiéu va st dung thanh nglr dung cach khéng chi giup ban ndm
bat tron ven diéu ngusi khac muén truyén dat ma con khién cach dién
dat clia ban tré nén tu nhién, linh hoat va giau séc thai hon.

Thé nhung, thanh ngl ciing 1a phan kién thuc khién nhiéu nguoi
hoc nan long, béi nghia clia chung thudng khéng thé suy ra bang cach
ghép nghia cla tung tu riéng 1&. N&u chi tra nghia réi hoc thudc long,
nhiing cach dién dat tudng nhu chang theo quy luat nay ciing rat dé bi
l&ng quén, nhdm |1an hoac khién ban lung tung khéng biét dung thé nao
cho phu hgp.

Work on your Idioms mang dén mot cach tiép can khac: ngoaiviéc
cung cap nghia clia mot thanh ngd, sach con giup ban hiéu vi sao no lai
mang nghia nhu vay. Bdng sau mdi thanh ngd luén cé mot “cau chuyén” -
c6 thé 1a ngudn gbc bat ngd, mot nghia den giau hinh anh hay phép &n du
tao nén nghia bong ngay nay. Khi do, ban sé thay viéc ghi nhé khong con
khé khan, may moc nlra ma da tré nén tha vi, hiéu qua hon nhiéu. Véi 25
bai hoc bao quat 25 chl dé gan gi trong doi s6ng, cac vi du thuc té clng
hé thong bai tap da dang kém dap an, cudn sach sé gitp ban tung budc
di tur hiéu d&n nhé va van dung thanh thao cac thanh ngd, bién ching tré
thanh mot phan trong vén tiéng Anh thuc su ctia minh.

Sach phu hgp v6i cac ban hoc sinh, sinh vién, nguti hoc IELTS,

TOEIC, nguei di lam va bat ky ai muén nang cao nang luc st dung tiéng
Anh theo huéng tu nhién va giau sac thai hon.
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Nhing luu y vé sac thai hay
cach dung theo Anh-Anh

(UK) hoac Anh-My (US)

P

Xuat phat tir hinh &nh mot buc tranh toan canh hién ra ré nét truéc mat ngusi
xem, thanh ngil nay ham y rang ban da lién két dugc cac chi tiét lai véi nhau dé
hiéu ré ban chat hay toan bo dién bién ctia mot tinh hudng.

get the picture INFORMAL
e hiéu ravan dé - nam dugc tinh hinh « hiéu y

NOTE ) Thusng dugc dung khi ai d6 chua hiéu ngay 1ap tic van dé, ma phai sau

mot hoi giai thich hodc sau mot thai gian mdéi nhan ra.

Anna was giggling. She was beginning to get the picture.
Anna khuc khich cusi. Co bat dau hiéu chuyén gi dang dién ra.

He showed me the chart and | immediately got the picture — sales
were falling fast.

Anh &y cho t6i xem biéu d6 va téi 1ap tuc hiéu ra - doanh s dang sut
giam nhanh.

Giai thich chi tiét vé
nguén géc va y nghia
clia thanh ngl

Vidu minh hoa
kem dich nghia

—— Luu y vé cach strdung cla
thanh ngl trong thuc té

kém dap an
1 Choose the best answer to complete the sentences.

1 There is usually a fair amount of and take in a trading relationship.

a pat b give ¢ hand
2 They want to negotiate and we're very willing to them halfway. 9
¥ Answers
a meet b bend ¢ hold
1 1-B: 2-A; 3-B; 5 1-B: 2-8; 3-A;
4-C 54 6-A 4-h; 5-C
2 help them 6 1-6: 2-8; 3-E;
cheerful 4-C; 5-A: B-H:
pleased 7-Fi 8-D
trying to help them
they are being helpful to you
give help
3 1-Ci 2-D: 3-E:
4-H; 5-G; 6-F:
7-A 8-B
4 with on for
t for
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KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTADING

agrey area l

vung xam « ranh giéi map ma « tranh t6i tranh sang

T hinh dnh mét viing mau xam nam gilta mau tréng va mau den nén khong thé
x&p han vé mot phia, thanh ngl nay ding dé chi nhiing van dé hodc tinh huéng
khong co ranh gidi ro rang gida dung va sai, hgp ly va khéng hap Iy, khién viéc
danh gia hay dua ra két luan tré nén khé khan.

Tabloid papers paint all sportsmen as heroes or villains. There is no
grey area in between.

B4o 14 cai ludn khac hoa cac van dong vién hoac 1a ngusi hung, hodc 13 toi
d6. Ho khéng ch&p nhan nhing truéng hop ndm gida ranh gidi do.

Whether this counts as plagiarism is still a grey area in academic policy.
Liéu viéc nay co dugc coi la dao van hay khong van con la vung xam trong
chinh sach hoc thuat.

The law on this is a grey area — lawyers often disagree.
Luat vé van dé nay van con la vung xam — cac luat su clng thuong tranh
cai vé no.

get the hang of something INFORMAL
quen tay « thao viéc « nam bat dugc

Ban dau, cum tir nay dung dé mé ta thg hoc viéc cdm nhan trong lugng va cach
diéu khién mot cong cu co khi(nhu riu, baa, liém). V& sau, né dugc dung phé bién
v6i nghia hoc dugc cach lam viéc gi d6 mét cach thuén thuc théng qua luyén tap
hoac trai nghiém thuc té.

After a few months you will start to get the hang of the language and
express yourself quite well.

Sau vai thang, ban sé quen dan véi ngdn nglr do va co thé dién dat y cla
minh kha troi chay.
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Driving felt hard at first, but after a week | got the hang of it.
Luc méi lai xe thi thdy kho that, nhung sau mot tuan toi da quen roi.

It takes a few tries, but you’ll get the hang of the new system quickly.
Phai mat vai lan day, nhung anh sé nhanh chong quen véi hé théng méi thoi.

get the picture INFORMAL [j
hiéu ra van dé - ndm dugc tinh hinh « hiéu y

XuAt phat tur hinh @nh mét bic tranh toan canh hién ra ré nét truéc mat nqudsi
xem, thanh nglf nay ham y rang ban da lién két dudc cac chi tiét lai voi nhau dé
hiéu rd ban chat hay toan bo dién bién clia mot tinh huéng.

NOTE ) Thudng dugc dung khi ai d6 chua hiéu ngay Iap tdc van dé, ma phai sau
mot héi giai thich hodc sau mot thai gian méi nhan ra.

Anna was giggling. She was beginning to get the picture.
Anna khuc khich cusi. C6 bt dau hiéu chuyén gi dang diénra.

He showed me the chart and | immediately got the picture — sales
were falling fast.

Anh &y cho t6i xem biéu d6 va toi 1ap tuc hiéu ra - doanh s6 dang sut giam
nhanh.

She explained it twice, and then | got the picture.
C6 dy phai giai thich hai lan thi téi méi hiéu ra van dé.

get (hold of) the wrong end of the stick INFORMAL
hiéu saiy « hiéu nham « 6ng noi ga, ba noi vit

Khi“c&m nham dau cla cay gay chéng”, ban sé st dung no khéng hiéu qua hoac
bi 1&m ban. Vi vay, cum ti nay thusng dugc dung trong giao tiép dé chi viéc mét
ngudi hiéu sai hoan toan ban chat cia mot su viéc hoac 16i néi ctia ngusi khac.
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Did | get hold of the wrong end of the stick? Was that not what he
meant?

Co phai toi da hiéu sai roi khong? Do khong phaiy clia anh ay &?

She thought the party was for her, but she’d completely got the
wrong end of the stick.

C6 &y tudng bla tiéc dugc t6 chic cho minh, nhung hoa ra cé &y d& hiéu nham.
Don’t blame him, he just got the wrong end of the stick when he
read your message.

Pung trach anh 4y, anh ay chi hiéu nham tin nhan cdia cau thoi.

get your head around something INFORMAL UK
hiéu thau « thong suét « tiép nhan dudc (kién thic/thong tin)

TU nghta den “duing cai dau dé c6 géng bao tron mot y tudng’, thanh nglr nay dién
ta qua trinh cé hiéu hoac chap nhan mot khai niém, thong tin hay van dé kho, dac
biét la diéu mai la hoac phc tap.

At first, people laughed at me because they simply could not get
their head around what | was telling them.

Ban dau, moi ngudi cudi nhao téi vi ho don gian 1a khong thé hiéu néi nhiing
gi téi dang noi.

It's hard to get your head round figures this big.
That kho dé hinh dung dugc nhiing con s6 16n dén nhu vay.

It took me a while to get my head around the new timetable.
Phai mat mot luc téi méi hiéu dugc thoi khda biéu moi.

go in one ear and out the other 8

vao tai nay ra tai kia « nudc d6 dau vit » nuéc dé 14 khoai

V6i nghia den “vao tai nay va di ra bang tai kia”, thanh ngir nay dugc dung khi mot
ngusi nghe nhiing 16i khuyén bao, day dé hay dan do nhung khong hé dé y tiép
thu va ghi nh6, vua nghe xong da quén ngay lap tuc.
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I've told him so many times, it just goes in one ear and out the other.
Toi nhac anh &y nhiéu lan 1dm réi, nhung cU nhu nuéc dé dau vit vay.

| told her about the meeting three times, but it went in one ear and
out the other.

Toi da nhac c6 &y ba lan vé cudc hop, nhung dung la nghe tai nay lai ra tai
kia luén.

Don't let this advice go in one ear and out the other.
Bung chinghe 16i khuyén réi lai b6 ngoai tai.

jump/leap to conclusions
k&t luan voi vang/hé dé FARN

“Nhay thang dé&n két luan” 14 cach néi hinh &nh dién ta viéc mot ngusi b qua cac
budc tim hiéu, xac minh théng tin, bang ching va véi vang dua ra két luan.

Forgive me. | thought you were married. | shouldn’t jump to
conclusions.

Xin thu 16i. Téi ci nghianh da két hon roi. That khéng nén voi vang két luan
nhu vay.

The medical establishment was careful not to leap to conclusions.
Gidiy khoa da rat than trong dé khong voi vang dua ra két luan.

The police warned against jumping to conclusions before the
investigation was complete.

Canh sat khuyén cao khéng nén voi va két luan trudée khi cude diéu tra
két thuc.

not have a clue / have no clue INFORMAL
khong c6 chut manh maéinao « khong biét gi» mu tit

“Khéng c6 manh méi nao” vé mot diéu gi do nghia la ban hoan toan khéng biét
hoac khong hiéu gi vé no, do dé cling khéng biét phai lam gi hay phai xtr ly ra sao.
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NOTE ) Ban c6 thé dung c4u tric tuong duong 1a haven't got a clue.

| don’t have a clue what I’'m supposed to be doing.
Toi hoan toan mu tjt, chang biét minh nén lam gi nia.
We had no clue it would be this hard.

Chung t6i dau co biét viéc nay lai kho dén vay.

| haven’t got a clue why she said that.

Toi khong biét tai sao c6 8y lai ndi vay.

put two and two together C'

xau chubi c4c sy viéc » suy ra

“Céng hai véi hai” 1a cach dién dat dé chi viéc ban két néi nhiing théng tin, bang
ching minh dang co dé suy luan ra sy that hoac hiéu dugc diéu gi dang thuc sy
diénra.

NOTE ) Lién quan dén thanh ng{ nay, put two and two together and make five
la cach néi mang sac thai mia mai, chi viéc suy dién qua muc hodc rat
ra két luan vuot xa nhiing gi bang chiing thuc su cho thay.

He put two and two together and guessed what the police were
searching for.
Anh ta xau chudi cac dir kién lai va doan dugc canh sat dang tim kiém thu gi.

Mr Lane’s solicitor said that the police had put two and two together
and made five.
Luat su cla 6ng Lane cho rang canh sat da suy dién vo can cu.

She saw the packed suitcases and put two and two together — they
were leaving.
Nhin nhiing chiéc vali da dugc thu don, cb &y Iap tic doan ra ngay - ho
chudn bj réi di.
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read between the lines Q

hiéu dugc &ny « doc vi

“Doc dugc ca nhiing diéu ndm gilia cac dong chi” 1a cach dién dat ham y rang
ban hiéu dugc &n y, thong diép thuc su ma ngusi ndi/ngudi viét mudn truyén tai,
hoac hiéu dugc ban chat ctia mot tinh husng du diéu do khoéng dugce tuyén bé hay
thé hién mot cach truc dién.

He didn’t go into details, but reading between the lines it appears
that he was forced to leave.

DU 6ng &y khong noi chi tiét, nhung tinh y mot chat cé thé thay rdng 6ng da
bi budc phai roi di.

If you read between the lines of her email, it’s clear she’s not happy
with the decision.

NE&u doc ky email clia c6 8y, cau sé thay ro rang la c6 8y khéng hai long véi
quyét dinh do.

A good counsellor knows how to read between the lines when clients
speak.

Mot chuyén gia tu van gidi ludn biét cach hiéu nhiing &n y d&ng sau I&i noi
culia khach hang.

take something on board Uk @
ti€p thu « ghi nhan -—

Tu hinh anh “dua thu gi do 1én boong tau” dé mang theo khi ra khoi, thanh ngi
dugc mé rong nghia dé chiviéc don nhan moty kién, |6i khuyén hay théng tin, sau
do can nhac dua né vao qua trinh suy nghihodc ra quyét dinh cia minh.

| listened to them, took their comments on board, and then made
the decision.
Toi da lang nghe ho, tiép thu cac y kién do réi mai dua ra quyét dinh.
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| hope the management will take our concerns on board.
Toi hy vong ban quan ly sé ghi nhan va xem xét nhiing lo ngai clia chung toi.

She took his advice on board and decided to apply for the promotion.
C6 da lang nghe 16i khuyén cta anh &y va quyét dinh nop don xin xem xét
dugc thang chuc.

up to speed /
n&m bt kip thoi - cap nhat day da e

T hinh &nh mot phuong tién da dat dén téc do can thiét dé van hanh binh thusng,
thanh ngl nay dugc dung dé chi viéc mét ngusi da co ddy du nhiing théng tin,
kién thirc méi nhat dé hiéu ré tinh hinh hodc theo kip mét céng viéc nao do.

NOTE ) Hai c4u truc phé bién lién quan dén cach dién dat nay 1a bring someone
up to speed (cap nhat thong tin cho ai) va get up to speed (tu ndm bat,
cap nhat tinh hinh mai).

We try to keep people entertained and up to speed with what’s
going on.

Chung toi c6 gang giup moi ngudi vira dugc giai tri, vita ndm bat kip thoi
nhiing gi dang dién ra.

| should bring you up to speed on what’s been happening.
Toi can phai cap nhat cho cau nhiing chuyén xay ra gan day.

The president is getting up to speed on foreign policy.
Téng théng dang tich cuc cap nhat cac théng tin mdi nhat vé chinh sach
doi ngoai.
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/7 PRACTICE

1 Complete the sentences with the words in the box.

ear clue hang picture stick area
1 Isoonbegantogetthe _____ of the new booking system.
2 Annadoesnthavea___ how to talk to children.

3 The difference between telling a lie and not telling the whole truth is a grey

4 | thought she was paying for dinner but | must have got the wrong end of the

5 Bradtried to remember the directions but they seemed to have gone in one
and out the other.

6 The inspector spent a few minutes with the victim and soon began to get
the

2 Complete the sentences with an appropriate verb.

1 It's a difficult conceptto _— your head around, so you may need to
read through a few times.

2 Trytelling the average teen to tidy theirroom.lt _____inone earand out
the other.

3 Weve_____ thecriticismon board and tried to improve the process.
4 Noonehad___ twoandtwo together and realized that Jen wasiill.

5 House buyers quickly learn to _____ between the lines of property
details.
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Match sentence halves 1-6 with A-F.

We saw them together in the A read between the lines.

restaurant and it was so easy to take it on board.

I've told them I'm a vegetarian c
many times but they just don't

had put two and two
together and made five.
The real skill of being a counsellor
is being able to

o

jump to conclusions.

E get myhead around.
I've learnt a lot about the new
regulations and I'll run a training
day to

bring you all up to speed.

The international dateline is an
idea I've never been able to

Unfortunately, the children were
disappointed; they
Tick (J") the best response, a or b, to each comment.
Unfortunately, this is a bit of a grey area.
a So, you can't give me a clear-cut answer.
b So, it's clear what | need to do.
She told me what it was called, but it went in one ear and out the other!
a Oh dear, was it a bad line?
b I'm terrible at remembering names too.
| think he took all my comments on board.
a That's good. I'm glad he listened to you.
b That's typical. He never listens to advice.
Reading between the lines, | think he's planning to leave.
a Really? But he didn't actually say so?

b Really? He told you he was leaving?
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| thought they were married, but it turned out Id got the wrong end of the stick.
a | see. How long have they been married?

b | see. So they're not married, then.

Each sentence below uses an adverb with the idiom to add to the meaning.
Underline the adverb + idiom, then match it to the meaning in context.

Lucy’s fully up to speed with the project, so she'll be able to answer any
questions. B

| had absolutely no clue where we were going and we got completely lost.
When the school called, she immediately jumped to the conclusion that Luiz
was in trouble.

Oh dear, it sounds like he's got completely the wrong end of the stick.
| still can't get my head around how she managed to run up such huge debts.

If there are lessons to be learned from this, we will take them fully on board.

Thereisaslightly grey areain the rules whenit comesto 16 and 17-year-olds.

accept and act on everythingin full

knows all the relevant information

don't understand even after taking some time to consider
made an assumption quickly without thinking

a part that is not completely clear

knew nothing at all

totally misunderstood
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4 I
Think about learning experiences you or people around
you have had recently. Use the idioms in this unit to talk

-‘ about them. For example:
tYu(:'lrj\'; I finally managed to get my head around how a car
’ engine works.
It took us a while to get the hang of using chopsticks.

o J

o B\

? ANSWERS

1 1. hang 2. clue 2 - F (had absolutely no clue)
3. area 4. SFICK 3 - D(immediately jumped to the
5. ear 6. picture conclusion)

2 1. get 2. goes 4 - G(got completely the wrong
3. taken 4. put 5. read end of the stick)

3 1-D 2-8 3-A 5 - C(still can't get my head
4-F 5-E 6-C around)

4 1-A -8 3-A 6 - A(take them fully on board)
L-A 5-B 7-E(aslightly grey area)

\ J




